
The Lord’s Service

The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

N O V E M B E R  0 8 ,  2 0 2 0

Westminster Presbyterian Church
POST TENEBR AS LUX



1

PRELUDE		  Angels Song”                  Orlando Gibbons/ arr. Healey Willan 	
	     	            Bist du bei Mir (Be With Me Now)       J. S. Bach Magatagan

Please use the prelude as a time of silent preparation for the worship of the Triune God.

GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP			                              GALATIANS 5:1

It was for freedom that Christ set us free;
Stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Everlasting God, in whom we live and move and have our being: You 
have made us for yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they rest 
in you. Give us purity of heart and strength of purpose, that no selfish 
passion may hinder us from knowing your will, no weakness keep us from 
doing it; that in your light we may see light clearly, and in your service 
find perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE	    All People That on Earth Do Dwell              1 (vv. 1,3, 4)

  

CONFESSION OF SINS

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your 
love for the nations. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of 
your light. We turn away from the poor. We do not walk in righteousness. 
We do not strive for holiness and peace. In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, 
and baptize us once again with your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we 
may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE



THE KYRIE ELEISON

Lord, have mercy upon us
Christ, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GLORIA PATRI							                  735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen.	  

INTERLUDE	  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION			    

God of mercy, you promised never to break your covenant with us. Amid all 
the changing words of our generation, speak your eternal Word that does 
not change. Then may we respond with faithful and obedient lives; through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING 	       LEVITICUS 25:8-17

NEW TESTAMENT READING	    PHILEMON 1-25

GOSPEL READING		   LUKE 14:25-33

RESPONSE

The Word of the Lord
Praise be to God.

SERMON	       	     A Faith That Runs 		    Mr. Justin Chiarot
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED					     845

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. The 
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING 	 	        	           (not collected, brought up by deacons) 

	    

DOXOLOGY							        731

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SURSUM CORDA

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF DEPARTURE	                    The Beatitudes                    527  (vv. 1, 3, 7)

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE			   Triumphal March                       Edvard Grieg 
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REDEEMER BROADCASTING

IN THE NEWBURG-BEACON AREA, HEARD ON 90.3FM AND 102.5FM.  

Redeemer Broadcasting is an evangelically reformed radio ministry which began in the Hudson 
Valley in 2004 in a basement. We play calm Christian music and teaching that emphasizes the 
historic Christian faith. Westminster’s full church service is heard each Sunday. Our board of 
directors and some of our advisors came from this church. 

Digital listening options include computer streaming, internet radio, and smart phone apps. The 
Lord has blessed us with growth into a small network of stations covering the Mid-Hudson Valley, 
Northern New Jersey, and Southern Maryland. Listeners contact us daily with testimonials. During 
the pandemic, many have received encouragement and companionship during these unusual times of 
isolation. Dan and Deb Elmendorf would like to express their sincerest thanks for the sacrificial and 
generous role our Westminster church family has played in helping them carry on this kingdom work.

Announcements

Missions Work Highlight

It is our pleasure to have Mr. Justin Chiarot minster God’s word to us today. Justin is 
licensed by the Presbytery of NY State to preach the gospel.

The Fellowship Committee is requesting donations of boxed or wrapped cookies, crackers, 
cheeses, biscotti, muffins, granola bars, etc. for the Fellowship Coffee Times following each 
service. Nothing homemade at this time. Donations can be left in the kitchen.

Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child are available in the Narthex and also in the 
entrance to the new building.  There is also a bin in the Narthex if you would like to donate 
individual items. Shoeboxes are due back at church on Sunday, November 22.  If you have any 
questions, contact Matthew or Shelley Harwood.



OLD  TESTAMENT  READING — LEVITICUS 25:8-17

8 “‘Count off seven sabbath years—seven times seven years—so that the seven sabbath years 
amount to a period of forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth 
day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land. 
10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It 
shall be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your family property and to your own clan. 
11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or 
harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken 
directly from the fields. 

13 “‘In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to their own property. 

14 “‘If you sell land to any of your own people or buy land from them, do not take advantage of 
each other. 15 You are to buy from your own people on the basis of the number of years since the 
Jubilee. And they are to sell to you on the basis of the number of years left for harvesting crops. 
16 When the years are many, you are to increase the price, and when the years are few, you are to 
decrease the price, because what is really being sold to you is the number of crops. 17 Do not take 
advantage of each other, but fear your God. I am the Lord your God.

GOSPEL  READING — LUKE 14:25-33

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own 
life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow 
me cannot be my disciple.

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to 
see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to 
finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t 
able to finish.’ 31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit 
down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against 
him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a 
long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up 
everything you have cannot be my disciples.

Scripture Texts



Scripture Texts, continued

NEW  TESTAMENT  READING — PHILEMON 1-25

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and 
fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the 
church that meets in your home: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for 
all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership with us in 
the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for 
the sake of Christ. 7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, 
have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I 
prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now 
also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my 
son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both 
to you and to me.

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with 
me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But 
I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem 
forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while 
was that you might have him back forever—  16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, 
as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a 
brother in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you 
any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. 
I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I 
may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your 
obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in 
answer to your prayers. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 
And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit.







WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER

Westminster Church is both a place and a people. We gather in this sacred space to worship, to learn, and to 
serve God as he meets us in Christ. To this end we dedicate our time, our talent, and our resources. Here the 
Gospel of Christ is freely proclaimed: We are weaker and more sinful than we ever dared admit, but through Christ 
we are more loved and accepted than we ever dared hope. As a community of Christians, we are building a bridge 
to the future through faith and friendship. To this end, we pray God will give us strength, vision, and wisdom. 
We are thankful that you could join with us today. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Welcome to Westminster!
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